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Oſeph Billers having been ſeveral Times Robb'd of Goods to a very great 5 
Value; and finding ſome of the ſaid Robberies, to be committed by Perſons * 
belonging to the Foot-Guards: The ſaid Billers, did thereupon uſe his utmoſt Eu- AY 
deavours to get further Diſcoveries, by which means about Ninety others, belonging 
to the ſaid Guards, were detected and charg'd, upon the Oaths of ſeveral Perſons, to be 
Guilty of the like Crimes; who by Direction of the Government, were Ordered to be RNs 
taken up at a Muſter and Review in Hyde-Park, the 6th and 11th of November, 1706. and 1 
ſent into the Armies, in Spain and Portugal: Notwithſtanding which, thoſe Orders were 


not comply'd with; the Officers Receiving all their Pay to their own Uſe, for which they 
were allow'd not to do any Duty. h 


1706. That upon Complaiat of ſuch Practices to the Government, the ſaid Billers was 
directed to go on in Detecting thoſe Abuſes, and the Sheriffs of London and JMiddleſex, 
1707. were Order'd to aſſiſt him therein: And the more effectually to prevent the like Crimes, 5 
Bills were brought into Parliament, and a Committee of the Honourable Houſe of Com- = 4-5 
mons, was appointed thereon ; who were Order'd to Receive the Papers of the ſaid Billers, SOLE 


relating to the ſame, and to make their Report, with their Opinion thereupon, to the W 
Houſe. Which was accordingly done; (viz.) 


Reſolved, Veneris 4 Die Aprilis, 1707. 


„That it is the Opinion of this Committee, That Ms. Joſeph Billers, of the City of 
« London, hath been at great OD ana Hazard of his Life, 


| | Fe, in detecting and bringing to 
« Juſtice ſeveral Burglars and other Criminals; for which he deſerves ENCOURAGEMENT 
« and PROTECTION, 
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1708. That during ſeveral Years, the faid Billers was not 'only prevented of the Fa- 
1709, Vour, which (as he humbly conceives) was intended him by the ſaid Reſolution ; but 
1710. was put under the greateſt Difficulties by Vexatious Suits at Law, and otherwiſe, by ſome 
& Perſons and their Abettors, who were charged before the {aid Committee, wit illegal 
1711. Practices. Theſe Uſages, were intended to have been laid before the Honourable the 
Houſe of Commons, by Petition; and the ſaid Billers caus'd his Caſe to be Printed, in 
order thereunto: But by being Summon'd to attend a Committee appointed to inquire into 
Abuſes, in the Guards, and Chelſea-Hoſpital, was then prevented. And upon having their Ho- 
ours Aſſurance of being Relieved, in reſpect to the Grievances and Oppreſſions, he then lay 
under; the ſaid Billers became further Engaged in the Service of the Publick, and attend- - 
ed that Committee, with great N umbers ot Perſons, for about Four Months, at his own 
Coſt and Charges. And the faid Committee Reported to the Houſe, the 26th of May, 1711, 


&« That the Abuſes in the ſaid Guards, were attended with no leſs miſchievous Conſequences , 
&« than the utter Deſtruction of all Credit in TxADE, and conſequently of Tx.Aape itſelf, 


And the Houſe thereupon, inter alia, Reſolved, Nemine Contradicente, CM 


« That Her Majeſty ſhould be Addreſſed, That all Perſons who had been Guilty of thoſe 
« Abuſes, (viz. in keeping but Two Thirds of Effective Men in a C ompany, and protecting 
« many Debtors from their Creditors) ſhould be PUNisHED, and to prevent the like for the 


future; and that the ſaid Billers had done Good Service, in Detecting the ſaid Abuſes, 
and did deſerve ENCOURAGEMENT for the ſame. 


1714. That upon the Importunity of many injur'd Perſons, that had attended the ſaid Committee, 
% and others, who were Grieved by the Abuſes in Chelſea-Hoſpital, and the Army; the faid 
1713 Billers ſhewed their Caſes to the then Lord Treaſurer, and by his Lordſhip's Order laid 
them before the Commiſſioners of Publick Accompts: As by their Journals and Reports 

to Parliament; as likewiſe, their Letter to the Treaſury, the 6th of Auguſt, 1713, 
the many Frauds and Abuſes then Detected by the ſaid Billers may appear: But the Per- 
ſons not having been Puniſhed, purſuant to the Reſolution and Deſire of the Houſe to 
Her Majeſty in 1711, nor upon the Report of the ſaid Commiſſioners of Accompts in 
1712, and 1713. and inftead of Relief to the Oppreſſed Complainants, ſeveral were 
turn'd out of their Penſions or Imployments : which, in all probability, hath occaſion'd 
the Abuſes in the ſaid Guards and Hoſpital to Increaſe, and that to ſuch a Degree in the 
latter, as appears by the Report in the Gazette, the 3d of September, 1715, That by that 
Detection, there would be ſaved to the Public, 76,741 l. 5 5. beſides the Annual Sum of 
$,370l. 125. 64. All which Detections in the ſaid Hoſpital, were begun and carried on 
delle the ſaid Committee and Commiſſioners, from 1710, to 1713. at the ſole Expence of 


the ſaid Billers, and was the Occaſion of ſtopping the Pay of Perſons unqualified, and conſe- 
quently of ſaving the aforeſaid Sums to the Publick. 


That in December, 1714. the Caſe of the ſaid Billers, was laid before the Lords Com- 
miſſioners of the Treaſury, and by the e therein ſet forth, the Expences and 
other Damages the ſaid Billers had ſuſtain'd, amounted to above Ten Thouſand Pgunds; 
and their Loraſbips were then pleaſed to order a Report to be made, what Sum or Sums 
of Money had been Paid, or Ordered to be Paid to the ſaid BUzrs: But to this Time no 
Report hath becn made, with Regard to that Order. 


ALL which is Humbly Submitted to the Honourable the Nous E or Commu o Ns. 
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osEPH BILLERS, 
Citizen of London. 


